Introduction to the Mass

Today’s liturgy brings us face-to-face with the demanding reality of true
discipleship. In the Gospel, just after Simon Peter confesses that Jesus is
the Messiah, Jesus reveals a shocking truth: he must go to Jerusalem,
suffer greatly, and be killed. When Peter tries to redirect him, Jesus delivers
a sharp rebuke, telling him he is thinking not as God does, but as human
beings do.

CHILDREN'’S LITURGY. children called forward.
PENETENTIAL RITE.

To prepare our hearts to enter into these sacred mysteries and offer
ourselves as a living sacrifice, let us first acknowledge our sins and ask for
the Lord's mercy.



Homily: Thinking as God Thinks
Readings:
Jeremiah 20:7-9 | Psalm 63 | Romans 12:1-2 | Matthew 16:21-27

Just last week we witnessed a triumphant moment in the Gospel. Simon
Peter, inspired by the Father, declared Jesus to be the Christ, the Son of
the living God. Jesus praised him, renamed him "the Rock," and handed
him the keys to the Kingdom. It was a mountain-peak moment of spiritual
clarity and prestige.

But today, the tone shifts dramatically. Immediately after predicting his
upcoming Passion, crucifixion, and Resurrection, Jesus turns on that very
same "Rock" and says, “Get behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle to me.”

How could Peter fall so quickly from being a foundational rock to a
stumbling block? Jesus tells us exactly why: “You are thinking not as God
does, but as human beings do.”

Thinking as human beings do, means seeking comfort, avoiding pain, and
measuring success by worldly validation, power, and security. Peter loved
Jesus. His natural human instinct was to protect his Master from suffering.
He wanted the glory of the Messiah without the agony of the Cross.

We do the exact same thing. We want a Christianity that fits neatly into our
comfortable lives. We want the peace of Christ without the sacrifice of
forgiveness. We want spiritual highs, but we reject the daily, quiet, grinding
daylight work of dying to our selfishness. We want resurrection, but we
reject the cross.

God’s way of thinking is entirely different. God looks at the cross and sees
the ultimate expression of love, victory, and life. In the eyes of the world, a
crucified Messiah is a failure. In the eyes of God, it is the salvation of the
universe.

The prophet Jeremiah, in our first reading, knew the heavy weight of
thinking as God thinks. God called him to preach a difficult message, which
brought him nothing but derision, mockery, and isolation. Broken and
weary, Jeremiah decided to walk away, saying, “/ will speak in his name no
more.”



But he couldn't do it. He confesses that God’s word became like a fire
burning in his heart, imprisoned in his bones, and he could not hold it in.
When you choose to think as God thinks, the Holy Spirit ignites a passion
within you that cannot be snuffed out by the opposition, trials, or
expectations of this world.

Paul urges us in Romans not to conform to this age but to be transformed.
Jesus calls us to deny our ego, actively take up our crosses, choosing what
is right over what is easy, and follow him. He teaches that losing our life for
his sake is the only way to find it. We pray for the grace to stop seeking
comfort, accept the divine fire, and follow Him.



BIDDING PRAYERS.

Priest: let us offer our lives as a living sacrifice and bring our prayers before
the Father, who knows our every need.

READER

« For the Church: That our leaders and all the faithful may have the courage to
think as God thinks, embracing the path of sacrificial love rather than worldly
comfort. Lord, hear us.

. For World Leaders: That they may reject the temptations of power and self-
interest, working instead for justice, peace, and the common good of all people.
Lord, hear us.

. For Travelers and Holidaymakers: That those from our community who are
currently away on holiday may enjoy a time of rest, be deeply refreshed in mind
and body, and return safely to us. Lord, hear us.

« For our Parish School: That as a new school term begins, God will bless the
children with a thirst for knowledge, guide the teachers in wisdom, and protect
all staff members who work to keep the school safe and welcoming. Lord, hear
us.

« For our Parish Community: That we may grow in fellowship through vibrant
social events, that our people may generously support these gatherings, and
that more volunteers will step forward to offer their time and talents to build up
our parish life. Lord, hear us.

. For the Sick of our Parish: That all who are battling illness, facing surgery, or
living with chronic pain may feel the healing touch of Christ and the comforting
support of this community. Lord, hear us.

o For the Deceased: That those who have lost their lives for the sake of the
Gospel, and all our departed loved ones, may share in the glory of the
Resurrection. Lord, hear us.

Mary perfectly embodied the call to take up the cross, always choosing the divine will
over human comfort. We join our voices with hers as we seek her motherly
intercession: Hail Mary, full of grace...

The Lord knows the deepest desires of our hearts and the quiet crosses we carry. Let
us now pause and present our personal petitions to Him in silence.

Priest: Almighty Father, look with love upon your people gathered here. Receive
these prayers, spark a spirit of joyful service in our parish, and strengthen us
to bear our crosses daily. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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