CANDLEMAS.

Today we celebrate a great feast known as Candlemas which celebrates three important events
in the life of the infant Jesus; The presentation of the child Jesus; that is, Jesus’ first entry into
the temple; and the Virgin Mary’s first entry into the Temple since the birth of Jesus; as well
as the “Meeting of the Lord”. Where the Prophet Simeon and Prophetess Anna first met the
Lord.

Jesus told us that he was the “light of the world” so it is fitting that traditionally the candles
used in church throughout the year are blessed on this day and in some churches a candle-lit
procession is held at the start of mass.

We’ve probably been told that our Christmas decorations should be taken down on the 12
day of Christmas, but an ancient tradition observes the practice of leaving Christmas
decorations up until today, Infact, if you look, our crib is still up, and if you go to Rome today,
you’ll notice that the crib is still up in the Vatican, but will be taken down today, as today
marks the end of the Christmas festival of light.

Candlemas mainly focuses on Jesus’ early life, and according to the gospel today, a Jewish
man named Simeon held the baby Jesus in his arms and said that he would be a light for the
Gentiles (Luke 2:32). That is those who are not Jews, such as you and me. It is for this reason
that this event is called Candlemas.

Candlemas occurs at the time between the December solstice (the shortest day of the year (Dec
21%Y) (where the night is longer than the day) and the March equinox, (March 21%) (when the
days are as long as the night). So many people traditionally marked this time of the year as
winter’s “halfway point” while waiting for the spring.

There is an interesting custom which used to take place in Scotland many years ago before
there was electricity and people used candles to see at night. Candlemas was the day
schoolchildren used to take candles to school so that the classrooms could have light on dull
days.

Symbols of Candlemas include flowers like snowdrops which are known as Candlemas Bells
because they often bloom early in the year, even before Candlemas. The superstitious used to
believe that these flowers should not be brought into the house before Candlemas. However,
it is also believed in more recent times that these flowers purify a home. According to legend,
an angel helped these Candlemas bells to bloom and pointed them as a sign of hope to Eve,
who wept in repentance and in despair over death that entered the world because of our first
parents’ sin against God. Many Christians see the flower as a symbol of Jesus Christ being this
hope for the world. Candles that are lit during Candlemas also symbolize Jesus as the “light of
the world”.

Today is also Groundhog Day in the United States and Canada. According to legend, the
badger comes out to test the weather to see if winter is to continue, or whether there will be an
early spring. A fine bright sunny Candlemas day means that there is more winter to
come, whereas a cloudy wet stormy Candlemas day means that the worst of winter
is over.

Today at the start of mass we blessed two special Candles along with the other candles, firstly
the Paschal Candle, which will be used at Easter, and secondly the Saint Blaise candle, which
will be used at the end of mass for the Saint Blaise blessing of the throats.



PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Priest:

Today we recall a simple event in obedience to God's law, which had a huge
impact in the history of mankind. In the spirit of this joyful mystery, which
we are celebrating today, let us pray.

Reader:

1. That the light of God's love may continue to shine in the hearts of all people.
Lord in your mercy.

2. That the Church may shine as the light of God's revelation to all nations.
Lord in your mercy.

3. That our parish will be enlightened during this time of prayer and renewal so
that we will be able to reveal Christ anew in our everyday lives. Lord in your
mercy.

4. That we may all, like Mary and Joseph, reflect on the mystery that is Christ
and come to an ever-deeper knowledge of him.
Lord in your mercy.

5. That Jesus may continue to reveal the secrets of our hearts to us and in so
doing bring us to a better knowledge of God and of ourselves. Lord in your
mercy.

6. That Christians may have a great devotion to Mary, and with her meditate
on the mystery of Christ.
Lord in your mercy.

Like Simeon we pray that we might see our saviour. We ask Mary to show us
the way to Him as we pray. Hail Mary ....

In a few moments of silence let us bring to God those things which are close to
our hearts.

Priest: We present these our prayers to you, God our Father, in confidence
of being heard, as we make them in the name of Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord, Amen.



PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Priest:

Today we recall a simple event in obedience to God's law, which had a huge
impact in the history of mankind. In the spirit of this joyful mystery, which
we are celebrating today, let us pray.

Reader:

7. That the light of God's love may continue to shine in the hearts of all people.
Lord in your mercy.

8. That the Church may shine as the light of God's revelation to all nations.
Lord in your mercy.

9. That our parish will be enlightened during this time of prayer and renewal so
that we will be able to reveal Christ anew in our everyday lives. Lord in your
mercy.

10. That we may all, like Mary and Joseph, reflect on the mystery that is Christ
and come to an ever-deeper knowledge of him.
Lord in your mercy.

11. That Jesus may continue to reveal the secrets of our hearts to us and in so
doing bring us to a better knowledge of God and of ourselves. Lord in your
mercy.

12. That Christians may have a great devotion to Mary, and with her
meditate on the mystery of Christ.
Lord in your mercy.

Like Simeon we pray that we might see our saviour. We ask Mary to show us
the way to Him as we pray. Hail Mary ....

In a few moments of silence let us bring to God those things which are close to
our hearts.

Priest: We present these our prayers to you, God our Father, in confidence
of being heard, as we make them in the name of Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord, Amen.



