
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD. CANDLEMAS. 
31st JANUARY/1st FEBRUARY 2026. 

Saturday January 31st 
Memorial. St John Bosco.  

4.15pm - 4.50pm. Confession. 
5pm  Marie - Claire Costley 

Sunday February 1st 
Solemnity of the Presentation  
of the Lord. (Candlemas)  
Transferred from Monday.  

9.30am - 9.50am. Confession. (Request) 
10am  Bernard George Peach (RIP) 
 
  

Monday February 2nd 
Feast. Presentation of the Lord.  

10am No Mass. 

Tuesday February 3rd 
Memorial. Saint Blaise.  

9.15am – No Adoration, Rosary, Confession. 
10am  No Mass. 

Wednesday February 4th 
Feria.  

9.15am No Adoration, Rosary. Confession. 
10am  No Mass. 

Thursday February 5th 
Memorial. Saint Agatha.  

9.15am No Adoration, Rosary. Confession. 
10am    No Mass. 

Friday February 6th 
Memorial. St Paul Miki &  
Companions.  

9am No Adoration. Benediction. Divine Mercy. 
Confession. 
10am  No Mass. 

Saturday February 7th 
Feria.  

4.15pm - 4.50pm. Confession. 
5pm  Rebecca Croft (RIP). 

Sunday February 8th 
5th Sunday in Ordinary time. 

9.30am - 9.50am. Confession. (Request) 
10am  People of the Parish. 

   OUR LADY HELP OF CHRISTIANS PRAY FOR US 
Saint Mary’s Catholic Church, 

Wednesbury. 
 Saint Mary’s Road, WS10 9DL  

Telephone 0121 505 7927  

Parish Website http:/www.saintmaryswednesbury.org.uk  

Parish email: stmaryoth.wednesbury@rcaob.org.uk 
Parish Priest: Fr Michael Vaughan 

fr.michael.vaughan@rcaob.org.uk 
www.frmichaelvaughan.com 

SAFEGUARDING: The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the 
N a t i o n a l  and Archdiocese policies & procedures at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is 

Mary Jones. She can be contacted at sg.stmaryoth.wednesbury@rcaob.org.uk or the Diocesan 
Safeguarding team can be contacted at safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk or on 

0121 230 6240 if you have any concern. 
The Archdiocese of Birmingham has a zero-tolerance approach to ALL abuse. 

  

198 452 66 218 

Roman Catholic Initiation of Adults (RCIA) Those who have asked to be received into the 
Catholic Church, or as adults, have asked to be Baptised, Confirmed and receive 
Communion, should attend the RCIA course being run in the Presbytery every Saturday 
at 10am or Fridays at 11.30am. The cut off for joining the course is Saturday 28th 
February. The Sacraments will be celebrated during Eastertime, Saturday 11th April at 
10am, only for those who have done the RCIA course. 

http://www.saintmaryswednesbury.org.uk/
mailto:stmaryoth.wednesbury@rcaob.org.uk
mailto:sg.stmaryoth.wednesbury@rcaob.org.uk
mailto:safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk


 

  

Communion.  
Everyone is most welcome to come to the 
altar rails to receive Communion, or to 
have a blessing from Fr Michael. Please 
put your hand across your chest to 
indicate a blessing only. Thank You.  
Children's Liturgy. 
Is held in the church porch every Sunday 
at the 10am Mass. Children will be called 
forward at the beginning of Mass.       
Parents who wish to do so, are most   
welcome to join their Children.  
Tea and Coffee. After Mass every     
Sunday. 
Gift Aid. Thank you to those who Gift Aid 
their offertory. This enables the parish to 
benefit from the tax paid on your offering 
at no extra cost to you. If you would like to 
know how your tax can benefit the parish 
(which is a charity) then please have a 
word with Gary Linford. Thank you.  
Baptism Preparation for children under 7. 
The next Baptism preparation meeting 
will be held on Tuesday 24th February at 
7pm. All parents wishing for their children 
to be baptised should attend this meeting 
to help you prepare for your child’s 
baptism. For Children over 7, please book 
an appointment to speak with Fr Michael. 
Finance. 
G.A.     £80.00 
1st Coll    £195.37 
Church Restoration  £404.40 
Piety     £310.00 
Votive Candles   £10.00 
Total     £999.77 
Standing Orders (Dec)    £3560.00 
Thank you. 
Food Bank: There is a box in the Porch. 
Please support if you can.  Thank you to all 
parishioners who support this Ecumenical 
Ministry. 

Donations. To ensure the church is heated 
and welcoming during these cold days, we 
are grateful for any donation you can 
make. Thank you. 

Clergy Training Fund. 
Thank you to those who regularly donate 
to the CTF. 

 Baptism Certificates. 

Please note that Baptism Certificates are 
given to those who have been baptised 
one month after the Baptism, and not on 
the day of the Baptism itself. Thank you. 

 
Please Pray for All The Sick of our Parish, may 
God bless and comfort them. 
Also remember in your prayers, those who 
bear their illness privately, and those that care 
for them. Theresa Adams, Melesi Chapo, 
Bridgitt Cooper, Joan Dixon, Lynne Harper, 
Barbara Jarvis, Michelle Price, Veronica Smith, 
Pat Wilkins, Pat Morris. 

Mass Intentions. 
If you would like a mass said for your intention, 
or for the repose of the soul of your loved one, 
then please write your intention on the brown 
Mass Intention envelope, together with your 
name and a contact number, stating when 
you’d like the mass said. Please place your 
donation in the envelope and either give to 
the priest, push through the presbytery door, 
or put in the collection making sure you’ve 
filled in the envelope, or the mass will not be 
said. The diocese suggests a donation of £10, 
however, please give what you can afford. 

Marriage Preparation. 
Please note that all couples thinking of getting 
Married should speak to the priest as soon as 
possible, 12 months before would be 
preferred, so that, all necessary paperwork 
can be processed, and the couple have time to 
do the necessary preparation course. Thank 
you. 

Church Hall Bookings. 
If you would like to hire the Church Hall, please 
email Margaret Holden using the hall email 
address.      

Last Week’s Attendance. 
Saturday 41 
Sunday 74 
Total 115 

SANCTUARY LAMPS 
A new Sanctuary Lamp has been placed in the 
Sacred Heart Altar. The lamp in the Lady Altar 
will soon be replaced by one like that in the 
Sacred Heart Chapel. 

Please Note 
Fr Michael likes to greet people as they enter 
church and as they leave. He realises that this 
is an opportunity for people to speak to him 
about Baptism, Confirmation and First 
Communion, but he needs to get your or your 
children’s details, so please make an 
appointment to see him where he can give you 
his full attention. Thank you.  

Fr Michael is available to parishioners Tuesday 
to Sunday but please note that he is not 
available on Mondays. Thank you. 



Replacement Certificates. 
Please note that a charge of £10 per 
certificate is made on ALL Copies of 
Baptism and Confirmation certificates. 

Sacraments for Children over 7 years old. 
Parents who have children aged 7 or over, 
who have not yet been Baptised, 
Confirmed or received First Holy 
Communion, and who do not attend a 
Catholic School; Preparation for these 
Sacraments will begin soon. You will be 
contacted by Mr Gary Linford who will let 
you know more about the course. 

Please note that Children who attend a 
Catholic School will be prepared by the 
school for Baptism, Confirmation, and 
Communion. 

Palm Crosses. 

Please return your Palm Crosses given to 
you on Palm Sunday last year and return 
them to the Sacristy. These will be 
burned and the ashes used on Ash 
Wednesday. Thank you. 

Saint Mary’s School Places. 

Please note that there are now places 
available in school for year 1 children. 
Anyone who has children who are not in 
a Catholic school are advised to contact 
the school directly. Thank you. 

Sacred Heart Chapel Flowers. 

For William Whorriskey whose 
anniversary is 29th January RIP. And 
Derek Wilkins Birthday remembrance 
29th January. 

Our Lady of Walsingham Flowers. 

The flowers in front of Our Lady of 
Walsingham are given for a Birthday 
remembrance for William Alfred Davis 
for Friday 30th January to 4th February. 

Flowers in front of the Centre Altar. 
Are given in memory of William 
Whorriskey (RIP) 29th January. 

SECOND COLLECTION 

Thank you to everyone who gave so 
generously last week for the Church 
Restoration Fund. About half of the 
money was raised in a week for the 
statue of Saint Patrick. Hopefully we 
will have the rest before Saint Patricks 
Day. 

 For your Diary. 

Ash Wednesday 18th February. Mass 10am. 
Easter Triduum. Thursday 2nd April to 
Saturday 4th April. Mass times to be 
announced. 
Easter Sunday, 5th April. Mass 10am. 
Corpus Christi and First Holy Communion, 
Sunday the 7th June. Mass 10am.  

CHURCH CLEANING. 

Thank you to everyone who helped clean 
the church last week. Fr Michael. 

Financial Statement. 

Thank you to our Finance Council members 
for attending the meeting last week. The 
Finances for 2025 have now been published 
on the notice board.  

Income   2025 £50,336.17  
   2024 £54,846.79 

Expenditure  2025 £65,090.80  
2024 £58,603.61 

Hence our expenses have increased by 
£7000 in the last 12 months, whilst our 
income has decreased by £4000. We have 
made an annual loss of £14,754.63. 

Many thanks to so many of you who give so 
very generously to the church, in your 
offerings and supporting of parish events 
and fundraising, and especially to those 
who give by Standing Order, and those who 
Gift Aid their offerings. My thanks to Kris 
Moseley for all she does as our treasurer, 
and to all our Finance Council members for 
all they do to help us. God Bless. Fr Michael.  

DIOCESAN PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 
Heavenly Father, 
we ask you to send labourers 
into your harvest. 
Inspire, in the hearts of your people, 
vocations to the priesthood, 
diaconate 
and religious life. 
Bless our families with a spirit of 
generosity, 
so that those whom you call 
have the courage to give themselves 
to your Church in faith.  
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
 
 

 



Our Lady and the Sacred Heart. Sanctuary Lamps. 
To have a Sanctuary Lamp lit in one of the chapels, for your intentions or loved ones, please 
fill in an envelope, available at the back of church, place your £10 in and give to Fr Michael. 
Thank you. Candles cost £10. 
  

 

 

PARISH DIRECTORY. 
Parish Treasurer & Church Cleaning: Kristine Moseley. 

pt.stmaryoth.wednesbury@rcaob.org.uk 
Health & Safety: Paul Piddock.  

hs.stmaryoth.wednesbury@rcaob.org.uk 
Gift Aid & Children’s Liturgy/Catechesis: Gary Linford. 

ga.stmaryoth.wednesbury@rcaob.org.uk 
Parish Hall Bookings: Margaret Holden. 

hall.stmaryoth.wednesbury@rcaob.org.uk 
Safeguarding & Extraordinary Minister for the Sick:  

Mary Jones. 
sg.stmaryoth.wednesbury@rcaob.org.uk 

St Mary’s School Headteacher Mrs Amy Pritchard. 
Flowers: Ann Baxter. Bridget Lane. June Lefan. 

All voluntary jobs by appointment. 

Of your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of the faithfully departed whose 
Anniversaries occur in FEBRUARY: Peter Bailey, Stanley E. H. Brookes, Cyril Dicken,           
Michael Groves, Derek Hadley, Irene Harper, Collette Hinz, Graham Humphrey, Ivor J Ilsley,     
W J Ilsley, Fr Frederick William Keating (Former P P), Ita Lane, Terry Langley Jnr, Faye Mason, 
John Moran, Edna Peach, Verity Perry, Gary Piddock, William Piggott, Brian Powell,                  
Leon Purcell, Harold Scott, Maria Severn, Sarah Shinton, Christopher Slater,                           
Anthony Brian Smith, Evelyn Stokes, Hilda Taylor, William Ward, Betty Wright. 

 

The Sanctuary lamp in Our Lady’s Chapel burns for: 
William Whorriskey RIP, Derek Winkins Anniversary (RIP) (28th Jan) 

The Sanctuary lamp in the Sacred Heart Chapel burns for: 
Private Intention. 

Please check the Parish Website for regular updates 
Please note that the cut-off for all notices to be included in the weekend newsletter is 
Wednesday at 12pm. Items for the Newsletter can be given to Fr Michael or emailed to Fr 
Michael’s email address. The Newsletter is posted on the parish website before 5pm Mass on 
Saturday. Thank you. 
  

The Parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham registered Charity No. 234216 
  

Passports The priest is available to sign passports upon request, but please note that 
he must have known the person for at least 2 years, and not the parishioner asking the 
priest to sign the passport on their behalf. The passport office does phone the 
presbytery to check, and a fee of £30 is charged per passport. Thank you. 

The Presentation of the Lord (Candlemas) and the Feast of St Blaise. Falls on Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd 
of February. However, this year, with the permission of Bishop Timothy, I’m transferring both feasts to 
Sunday 1st February, which would have been Sunday the 4th week in Ordinary time. Therefore, both the 
Saturday 5pm Mass and Sunday 10am Mass we will celebrate Candlemas, and at the end of the Mass 
there will be opportunity for those, who wish to receive the blessing of St Blaise, against illnesses of the 
throat. This will give those who wouldn’t normally be at a weekday mass to experience the beauty of 
Candlemas and the joy of healing through Saint Blaise. Fr Michael. 

mailto:hall.stmaryoth.wednesbury@rcaob.org.uk
mailto:sg.stmaryoth.wednesbury@rcaob.org.uk

