Second Sunday of the Year The Baptism of our Lord.

We are again reminded of the baptism of our Lord which began his mission
of gathering all people into the one family of God and leading them back to
his Father.

Jesus went about doing good, touching human lives, healing people, freeing
them from the darkness of sin and directing them to lives worthy of their
calling.

We too have been chosen to continue this saving work which Christ began
and to be part of his mission in the world in which we live.

At the moment of our baptism the seed of God's life was planted within us.
That grace-filled day was but the start of our conversion. It takes a lifetime
for that seed of God's love to grow, mature and blossom. The only home for
a Christian to live in is Christ and we should settle for nothing less.

If we are to enter into this new and exciting experience as members of
God's family we must have a clear idea of what kind of family we are meant
to be.

To follow the way traced out by Christ, demands a loving personal response
on our part. Baptism is a dedication of self to the call of Jesus who went
about doing good.

This is a time to reflect on the extent to which Christ has penetrated our
thoughts and influenced our behaviour. We are what we do. How many of
us can honestly say that we are leading lives which are worthy of our
baptismal calling?

The power of God shines out where we least expect it and in the most
unlikely of places. His spirit will be at work and active in the depths of our
being when we open our hearts to those who have lost their dignity through
poverty or hard times.

We preach not just by words but by the way we live our lives and by the
effort we exert to make the world a better place by our presence in it.

The practice of charity and humility focusses what is wrong with selfishness
and arrogance. It exposes evil and sinfulness for what they are. The
example we display in our everyday activities paves the way for Christ in
others.

Today we pray for a greater insight into our role in Christ's mission.

God works through ordinary people like ourselves. As the baptism
ceremony states, 'We are to walk always as children of the light, keeping
the flame of faith burning brightly within our hearts'.

Being a disciple of Christ demands outstanding service, and costs us
everything.



Prayer of the Faithful

Priest:- God has called us in Jesus Christ to be the light of the
world. In need of his mercy and salvation we place our petitions
before him.

1.We pray for our Holy Father and the bishops of the church that they may
be true to their vocation of leading the church and bringing the warmth of
Christ's love to the ends of the earth. Lord, hear us.

2.We pray that all Christians may play their part in being a visible expres-
sion of the care of Jesus for the unwanted, the unloved and the poor of
their community. Lord, hear us.

3.We pray for parents, that they may realise their special mission of
discipleship to the Church in handing on the faith to their children. Lord,
hear us.

4.We Pray that all those who are sick and suffering may come to know
that God the Father cares for them and that they are precious in his eyes.
Lord, hear us.

5.We pray that our loved ones, who in baptism died with Christ and have
now completed their earthly journey, may share in the power and glory of
his resurrection. Lord, hear us.

Let us now ask our Lady to join her prayers to ours as we pray...HAIL
MARY...

In a few moments of silence, let us bring to the Lord our own prayers and
petitions.

Priest: Almighty Father, look on your people with mercy. It is your
desire that everyone should be saved. May our lives be a light and
encouragement to those who walk in darkness. We make our prayer
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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