11th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A
Homily: The Answer to the Prayer

There is a moment in today’s Gospel that might feel strikingly familiar to
anyone who has ever felt overwhelmed by the state of the world. Matthew
tells us that Jesus saw the crowds and was "moved with pity for them,
because they were troubled and abandoned, like sheep without a
shepherd."

The word "pity" here doesn't quite capture the depth of the Greek original
(splanc-nizo-mai), which implies a gut-wrenching, visceral compassion.
Jesus isn't just feeling sorry for them; He is heartbroken by their
aimlessness and their pain. He sees a world that is desperate for direction
and healing.

If we stop there, we might expect Jesus to simply wave his hand and fix it
all magically. But He does something unexpected. He turns to his disciples
and says, "The harvest is plentiful but the labourers are few; so ask the
Lord of the harvest to send out labourers."

He asks them to pray for a solution. And then, in the very next breath—
literally the next verse—He answers that prayer by calling them. He
summons the Twelve and sends them out.

This is the core challenge of this Sunday’s liturgy. We often look at the
brokenness of our world—the violence, the poverty, the loneliness in our
own families—and we pray, "God, why don't you send someone to fix this?"
And today, God looks back at us, just as He looked at Peter, Andrew,
James, and John, and says, "l did send someone. | sent you."

In the First Reading, God reminds the Israelites that they are to be "a
kingdom of priests, a holy nation." A priest is a bridge-builder, someone
who connects the divine with the human. We are not meant to be passive
spectators of God’s work; we are the labourers He has sent into the field.

Now, you might be thinking, "Me? I'm not holy enough. I'm not strong
enough. | have my own problems." The Apostles likely felt the same. Look
at the list of names in the Gospel: a tax collector, a future betrayer, and a
man who would deny him three times. These were not perfect men.



This is where St. Paul’s letter to the Romans offers us immense hope. Paul
writes, "God proves his love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ
died for us." God does not wait for us to be perfect before He uses us. He
calls us in our weakness. He loves the "troubled and abandoned" parts of
our own hearts just as much as He loves the crowds.

Jesus gives the disciples a simple instruction: "You received without
paying; give without pay.” " The compassion we show to others—the
listening ear we give to a lonely neighbour, the patience we show to a
difficult child, the generosity we show to the poor—is not something we
manufacture. It is simply an overflow of the love we have already received
from the Good Shepherd.

This week, when you see a situation that makes you feel that "gut-
wrenching" pity Jesus felt, do not just shake your head and walk away.
Pray, certainly. But then, look at your own hands and ask, "Lord, how are
you asking me to labour in this harvest today?"

Because the harvest is indeed abundant, and you are the labourer He has
chosen.



Bidding Prayers.

Priest: The Lord is our Shepherd, and we are the people of His flock.
Confident in His instant compassion for us, let us bring before Him our needs
and the needs of our "troubled and abandoned" world.

Reader:

1. For the Church, the new Israel: That the Pope, bishops, and all the baptised
may embrace their call to be a "kingdom of priests," bridging the gap between
God’s mercy and those who feel lost.
Lord, in your mercy... Hear our prayer.

2. For the leaders of  nations and those in authority:
That they may look upon their people not as statistics, but with the compassion of
the Good Shepherd, working tirelessly for justice, peace, and the relief of the poor.
Lord, in your mercy... Hear our prayer.

3. For those who feel "troubled and abandoned": For the sick, the lonely, the
grieving, and those suffering from mental illness. May they feel the healing
presence of Christ through the generosity and care of our community. Lord, in
your mercy... Hear our prayer.

4.  For more labourers in the harvest: That young people in our parish may hear
the voice of the Master of the Harvest and respond generously to the call to
priesthood, religious life, and active lay ministry. Lord, in your mercy... Hear our
prayetr.

5. For our own community: That we may take to heart the command to "freely
give what we have freely received," becoming instruments of healing and hope in
our workplaces and families. Lord, in your mercy... Hear our prayer.

6. For the faithful departed: That they may now be gathered into the eternal fold
of the Good Shepherd, finding rest and peace in the Kingdom of Heaven. Lord, in
your mercy... Hear our prayer.

Let us now join our prayers to those of Mary our Mother, as we say...HAIL MARY...

In a few moments of silence, let us bring our own prayers to God our Father, who
hears and answers all our Prayers.

Priest: God of Compassion, you sent your Son to seek out the lost and heal
the broken-hearted. Listen to the prayers of your people and empower us by
your Spirit to be labourers in your vineyard. We ask this through Christ our
Lord. Amen.



Bidding Prayers.

Priest: The Lord is our Shepherd, and we are the people of His flock.
Confident in His instant compassion for us, let us bring before Him our needs
and the needs of our "troubled and abandoned" world.

Reader:

7.  Forthe Church, the new lIsrael: That the Pope, bishops, and all the baptised
may embrace their call to be a "kingdom of priests," bridging the gap between
God’s mercy and those who feel lost.
Lord, in your mercy... Hear our prayer.

8. For the leaders of nations and those in authority:
That they may look upon their people not as statistics, but with the compassion of
the Good Shepherd, working tirelessly for justice, peace, and the relief of the poor.
Lord, in your mercy... Hear our prayer.

9. For those who feel "troubled and abandoned": For the sick, the lonely, the
grieving, and those suffering from mental illness. May they feel the healing
presence of Christ through the generosity and care of our community. Lord, in
your mercy... Hear our prayer.

10. For more labourers in the harvest: That young people in our parish may hear
the voice of the Master of the Harvest and respond generously to the call to
priesthood, religious life, and active lay ministry. Lord, in your mercy... Hear our
prayetr.

11. For our own community: That we may take to heart the command to "freely
give what we have freely received," becoming instruments of healing and hope in
our workplaces and families. Lord, in your mercy... Hear our prayer.

12. For the faithful departed: That they may now be gathered into the eternal fold
of the Good Shepherd, finding rest and peace in the Kingdom of Heaven. Lord, in
your mercy... Hear our prayer.

Let us now join our prayers to those of Mary our Mother, as we say...HAIL MARY...

In a few moments of silence, let us bring our own prayers to God our Father, who
hears and answers all our Prayers.

Priest: God of Compassion, you sent your Son to seek out the lost and heal
the broken-hearted. Listen to the prayers of your people and empower us by
your Spirit to be labourers in your vineyard. We ask this through Christ our
Lord. Amen.



